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MIT 2158G 

Foundations of Global Communication 

2024 

Professor Edward Comor - FNB 4138 - ecomor@uwo.ca 

Lectures: Thursdays 2:30-5:20pm in HSB-35 

Office hours: Thursdays 5:30-6:20pm and by appointment 

This course is an introduction to the role played by communication and culture in 
international and transnational relations. Through the use of concepts, theories, and 
examples, we examine a range of issues related to global power relations, economic 
development, and cultural change. The course focuses, first, on providing students with a 
general understanding of the subject of study and its usefulness in academic and non-
academic pursuits; second, the course introduces a selection of critical analytical skills and 
theoretical approaches useful in the study of global communication; and third, it applies 
these skills and approaches to contemporary and emerging issues in our world 
order/disorder. 

The class will meet most weeks for three-hour lectures. Students must complete required 
readings prior to each class (otherwise, it is unlikely that lectures will be fully 
understood). Students who are not disciplined readers and capable writers likely will find 
this course to be very challenging! 

Re. plagiarism and AI technology: Students are reminded that plagiarism – using 
another’s work, ideas, or words without giving credit – is a serious scholastic offence. 
Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the unauthorized use of generative artificial 
intelligence (AI) to generate answers or create content that is represented as one’s own. In 
this class, students who use AI-content generators (such as ChatGPT) are committing a 
scholastic offence. 

Re. electronic devices: THIS COURSE DISCOURAGES THE USE OF ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES DURING LECTURES. If using such devices (laptops, etc.), this should be for 
note-taking purposes ONLY. The instructor reserves the right to withdraw his permission to 
use these at any time.   

Re. COVID: When feeling unwell, students are strongly encouraged to wear triple layer 
non-medical masks while in the classroom. If university policy and public health directives 
necessitate additional measures to manage the spread of disease, students may be required to 
resume masking in instructional spaces. In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence or other 
health emergency that necessitates that course delivery move away from face-to-face 
interaction, remaining course content will be delivered entirely online, either synchronously 
or asynchronously. 

mailto:ecomor@uwo.ca
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Grading and assignments*: 

Participation – Although attendance will be taken, participation grades will be awarded 
based on qualitative contributions (such as making thoughtful comments and posing helpful 
questions concerning course readings and concepts): 10% 

Test 1 – In class on Feb. 8th starting at 2:35pm – 60 minutes. Students will answer eight 
multiple choice questions and four identification questions: 20% 

Test 2 – In class on March 14th starting at 2:35pm – 90 minutes. Students will answer ten 
multiple choice questions and one essay question: 30% 

End of semester assignment – Due April 4th. Students will answer one essay question 
(2500 words). Late submissions will not be accepted in the absence of a formal 
recommendation issued by FIMS Student Services: 40% 

* Documentation will be REQUIRED for all accommodations involving the completion of a 
Student Medical Certificate for academic consideration based on medical grounds or the 
presentation of appropriate documentation to the FIMS Student Services office supporting 
academic consideration on compassionate grounds. Students who are unsure as to whether 
or not they have grounds to request a medical or compassionate 
consideration/accommodation are advised to contact this office directly (fims@uwo.ca).  

 

Weekly class schedule and required readings 

Most readings are provided through the Course Readings folder in OWL. Where indicated, 
other readings will be available in the Resources folder or via a direct link (as shown on 
syllabus). Although lecture slides will be posted on OWL shortly after each class, these are 
not substitutes for direct notetaking and discussion. Students missing classes are strongly 
encouraged to borrow notes from fellow students, if available. 

 

Week I - January 11 – Introduction 

No readings 

 

Week II - January 18 – The subject of study 

Mark Alleyne, “The Larger Questions” in International Power and International 
Communication (Palgrave Macmillan, 1995), pp. 1-12. 

Stephen McDowell, “Theory and Research in International Communication” in B. Mody 
(ed) International and Development Communication (SAGE, 2003), pp. 5-18. 
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Week III - January 25 – Bias and cultural imperialism 

Edward Comor, “When More is Less” in R. Mansell et al (eds), Networking Knowledge for 
Information Societies (Delft University Press, 2002), pp. 239-244. 

Ronald Deibert, Reset, Reclaiming the Internet for Civil Society (House of Anansi Press, 
2020), pp. 19-24. 

Herbert Schiller, “Transnational Media” in Journal of International Affairs Vol. 47 No. 1 
(1993), pp. 47-58. 

John Tomlinson, Globalization and Culture (University of Chicago Press, 1999), pp. 81-88. 

 

Week IV - February 1 – Media, consumer culture, and cultural imperialism 

Neil Postman, “The Social Effects of Commercial Television” in R. Anderson and L. Strate 
(eds), Critical Studies in Media Commercialism (Oxford University Press, 2000), pp. 47-53. 

G. Pascal Zachary, “A Horatio Alger Tale” in Mother Jones (n.d.), 
at <https://www.motherjones.com/politics/1999/01/horatio-alger-tale/> 

Ronald Deibert, Reset, Reclaiming the Internet for Civil Society (House of Anansi Pres, 
2020), pp. 52-79. 

Excerpts from video - Advertising at the Edge of the Apocalypse (shown in class) 

 

Week V - February 8 – Test 1 

Test in class starting at 2:35pm. 

 

Week VI - February 15 – The war on terror, soft power, and digital diplomacy 

Joseph Nye, “Soft Power and American Foreign Policy” in Political Science Quarterly Vol. 
19 No. 2 (Summer 2004), pp. 255-270. 
Joseph Nye, “No, President Trump: You’ve Weakened America’s Soft Power” in The New 
York Times (February 25, 2020). Copy available in Resources folder in OWL. 

Edward Comor and Hamilton Bean, “America’s ‘Engagement’ Delusion: Critiquing a 
Public Diplomacy Consensus” in International Communication Gazette Vol. 74 No. 3 
(2012), pp. 203-220. 
Excerpts from video - The Power of Nightmares (shown in class) 

 

Week VII - No class (Spring Reading Week)  
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Week VIII - February 29 – The war on terror, surveillance, and the implications of 
violence 

Ronald Deibert, Reset, Reclaiming the Internet for Civil Society (House of Anansi Press, 
2020), pp. 145-168. 

Excerpts from videos - China – Surveillance State or Way of the Future and China’s 
Surveillance State (shown in class) 

 

Week IX - March 7 – News, social media, and disinformation in a post-truth world  

Jayson Harsin, “A Critical Guide to Fake News” (2018) – read pp. 9-18 of copy available in 
Resources folder in OWL. 

Natalia Tsvetkova, “Russian Digital Diplomacy” in A. Velikaya and G. Simons 
(eds.), Russia’s Public Diplomacy (Springer, 2020), pp. 103-117. 

       Excerpts from video - How Russia’s Disinformation Spreads Beyond its Borders (in class) 

Last day to drop course without academic penalty. 

 

Week X - March 14 – Test 2 

Test in class starting at 2:35pm. 

 

Week XI - March 21 – Towards a global civil society or global consumer society? 

Gary Gardner and Erik Assadourian, “Rethinking the Good Life” in State of the World, 
2004 (W.W. Norton, 2004), pp. 164-179. 

Edward Comor, “Governance and the ‘Commoditization’ of Information” in Global 
Governance Vol. 4 No. 2 (1998), pp. 217-223 and 228-233. Copy available in Resources 
folder in OWL. 

Edward Comor, Consumption and the Globalization Project (Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), 
pp. 107-126. 

Excerpts from video - The Bomb Under the World (shown in class) 

 

Week XII - March 28 – McLuhan’s global village (and end of semester Q&A) 

Janine Marchessault, Marshall McLuhan (Sage, 2006). Through Course Readings in OWL 
go to Table of Contents page and read subsections “Globalization and Time” and “Space-
Time Compression” in Chapter 12, pp. 202-212. 
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Marshall McLuhan, “Excerpts from McLuhan Interview” (1969). Copy available in 
Resources folder of OWL site. 

End of semester assignment distributed. 

 

Week XIII - April 4 – No class  

        End of semester assignment due by 11:55 via OWL Assignments folder. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT: Please see the Winter 24“Notes from the Dean’s Office” PDF available in 
the OWL Resources folder. This document includes information regarding student rights 
and responsibilities, regulations concerning plagiarism, the FIMS grading policy, and other 
matters.  

 

  
  

    
 



NOTES FROM THE 
FIMS DEAN’S 

OFFICE 
 Winter 2024 

 

Rights and Responsibilities 
The conditions governing a student’s ability 
to pursue their undergraduate education at 
Western are ratified by Senate and can be 
found on the Academic Policies section of 
the Academic Calendar. 

Statement on Academic Offences 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and 
students are directed to read the appropriate 
policy, specifically, the definition of what 
constitutes a Scholastic Offence here. 

Plagiarism 

Students in this class are reminded that 
plagiarism – using another’s work, ideas, or 
words without giving credit -- is a serious 
scholastic offence. Plagiarism includes, but 
is not limited to, the unauthorized use of 
generative artificial intelligence to create 
content that is submitted as one's own. 
Students who use AI-content generators 
(such as ChatGPT) to complete 
assignments without attribution or 
permission from the instructor are 
committing a scholastic offence. 

All required papers may be subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to 
the commercial plagiarism detection 
software Turnitin under license to the 
University for the detection of plagiarism. 
All papers submitted for such checking will 
be included as source documents in the 
reference database for the purpose of 
detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently 
submitted to the system. 

Accommodation Policies 
Academic Accommodation 

Students with disabilities work with 
Accessible Education (AE) which provides 
recommendations for accommodation 
based on medical documentation or 
psychological and cognitive testing.  

Medical  Consideration    

Students who have medical grounds 
for academic consideration for any 
missed tests, exams, participation 
components and/or assignments 
worth 10% or more of their final 
grade must apply to the Academic 
Advising office of their home Faculty 
(for FIMS students this is 
Undergraduate Student Services).  

Students are required to provide 

documentation in the form of a Student 
Medical Certificate.  It will be the Dean's 
Office that will determine if consideration is 
warranted. 

For work worth less than 10% of the final 
grade, the instructor will consider requests 
for academic consideration on medical 
grounds made in a timely manner in writing 
or during office hours. Such requests need 
not be accompanied by documentation. The 
instructor may decide to require 
documentation be submitted to the 
appropriate Academic Advising office. 

Students should also note that individual 
instructors are not permitted to receive 
documentation directly from a student, 
whether in support of an application for 
consideration on medical grounds, or for other 
reasons. All documentation must be 
submitted to the Academic Advising office 
of a student's home Faculty. 

Compassionate Accommodation 

Academic accommodation (extensions, makeup 
tests and exams, additional assignments etc.) 
may be given to students on compassionate 
grounds. The situations for which 
compassionate accommodation can be given 
must be serious, including significant events 
such as death in the immediate family, trauma 
(fire, robbery, harassment, muggings, car 
accidents, etc.) or emergency situations. 
Documentation is required. 

If a member of your immediate family is 
seriously ill, obtain a medical certificate from 
the family member's physician and submit the 
documentation to your Academic Advisor.  

If you have been involved in a severe accident, 
fire, or some other exceptional crisis, obtain a 
copy of the police report or be prepared to 
provide the necessary documentation upon 
request.  

Generally, for deaths within a student's 
immediate family (parents, guardians, 
caregivers, siblings, spouses), bereavement 
leave is granted, upon provision of 
documentation. For deaths within a student's 
extended family, academic accommodation is 
given for one to three days, upon provision of 
documentation. Students seeking additional 
bereavement leave should contact their 
Academic Advisors with valid documentation. 

Religious Accommodation 

Students should consult the University's list 
of recognized religious holidays, and should 
give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the 
holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic 
Advisor. Additional information is given in 
the  Western Academic Calendar. 

Gender-Based and Sexual 
Violence 
Western is committed to reducing incidents of 
gender-based and sexual violence and providing 
compassionate support to anyone who has gone 

through these traumatic events. If you have 
experienced sexual or gender-based violence, 
you will find information about support 
services for survivors, including emergency 
contacts, here.  The gender-
based violence and survivor support case 
managers are located in Thames Hall (3114-
3127 office suite.) To connect with a case 
manager or set up an appointment, please 
contact support@uwo.ca. 

Support  Services 
Students who are in emotional/mental 
distress should refer to Health and 
Wellness for a complete list of supports. 
SUPPORT SERVICES – LINKS 

FIMS UGSS: academic advising; career 
services 

Psychological Services: Information about 
accessing mental health supports 

Medical Services: Student health related 
services 

Office of the Registrar: Financial 
Information, Timetable, Exam Schedules, 
Academic Calendar Information 

Academic Support and Engagement: 
Central Academic Supports, including 
Writing Centre, Learning Development, 
Transition and Leadership Supports, and 
Careers and Experience 

Accessible Education:  Assessment and 
recommendations for students with 
disabilities 

Accessibility Information:  Information to 
help support barrier free access, including 
floor plans, accessible washroom locations, 
service disruptions etc. 

Indigenous Student Services: Includes 
information about financial support, 
indigenous self-identification, orientation, 
and tutor support 

Western International: Information and 
support for international students and 
students seeking to go on exchange 

 

FIMS Grading Policy 

FIMS Undergraduate programs now 
have the following class average 
policy: First year courses required 
for entry into a FIMS module (MIT 
1020E; MIT 1025F/G) have an 
expected course average between 68-
72%. Second year required courses 
(MIT 2000, 2025, 2100, 2200, 2500) 
have an expected course average 
between 70 and 75%. The third year 
required course (MIT 3100) is 
expected to have a course average 
between 72 and 77%. Elective 
courses and 4th year seminars 
have no recommended course 
averages. 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/index.cfm?SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://www.fims.uwo.ca/current_students/undergraduate_students/undergrad_contacts.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
https://www.uwo.ca/health/shs/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/shs/index.html
https://www.fims.uwo.ca/current_students/undergraduate_students/undergrad_contacts.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/shs/index.html
https://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
http://writing.uwo.ca/
https://learning.uwo.ca/
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/transition_leadership__enrichment/index.html
http://careerexperience.uwo.ca/
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://www.accessibility.uwo.ca/
https://indigenous.uwo.ca/students/
https://international.uwo.ca/students/


Appendix A: Suggested Grade Ranges in MIT, 
MPI and MTP 

 
 

Guidelines to the MIT Grade Range 
These guidelines are benchmarks, and are not to be followed as rigid 
regulations. They will be adjusted as appropriate to take into account the 
level of the course and any specific instructions given by a professor. As 
well, competency in English language usage (including spelling and 
grammar) may be taken into account in the assignment of grades by 
individual instructors. Note that the 70-79 grade range is broken into two 
divisions, as this is the grade range into which a large number of students 
fall. 

 
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) 
The report shows sparkling originality and exhibits a high degree of critical 
analysis of the topic. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical 
and conceptual dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of 
complex material and ideas is immediately evident. The topic is treated 
with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the writing and 
background research is exemplary. 

 
80-89 (Excellent, A) 
The report shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical analysis 
of the topic; it gets to the heart of the matter with comments and/or 
questions. It is clearly focused and logically organized. The quality of 
writing makes the report immediately understandable. Mastery of complex 
material and ideas is demonstrated. The report is of appropriate length, 
while preserving the priorities and emphasis of the material, so that the 
result is meaningful, not simplistic. 

 
75-79 (Very Good, B+) 
The report shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent 
thought. Claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of 
the topic are well-researched and presented. The topic is addressed in 
reasonable depth and/or breadth and covers material appropriate to the 
course. The analysis is organized around focal points and the argument is 
easily followed. The report demonstrates an above average ability to write 
in an intelligible style and to condense material meaningfully and with a 
concern for priorities of that material. 

 
70-74 (Good, B) 
The report shows an attempt at analysis and critical thinking. Claims are 
supported by reasonable evidence. The topic is addressed in some depth 
and/or breadth, with references to the appropriate literature and course 
material. The analysis is organized around focal points. The report is 
generally well written and well argued. 

 
60-69 (Competent, C) 
The report demonstrates adequate comprehension of the topic. The report 
is on topic and is a reasonable summary of material covered in the course, 
but goes no further. Facts are stated accurately; the quality of writing is 
sufficiently intelligible with enough elaboration and enough connections 
made between ideas to permit a reader to understand the point of the 
report. 

 
50-59 (Marginal, D) 
The report shows less than adequate comprehension of the topic and of 
the material covered by the course. The report is a less than adequate 
summary of sources and/or is considerably off-topic. Facts are stated 
inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is difficult to follow; there is 
insufficient elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of relations 
among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the 
report. 

 
Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) 
The report demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. The material is 
disorganized and unintelligible. The report clearly does not meet the 
minimal requirements of the assignment. 

Appendix B: Guidelines of Academic Appeals for 
FIMS Students  
 
Grounds for Appeal: 
The Faculty of Information and Media Studies does not view the appeals 
process as an opportunity for students to solicit a second opinion on a 
grade assigned to a particular piece of work. Appeals must pertain to the 
final grade in a course, and will only be entertained if sufficient grounds for 
appeal can be met, including: medical or compassionate circumstances, a 
defect in the evaluation process, bias, inaccuracy or unfairness. 
 
Stages in the Appeals Process: 
The first stage of the process is a discussion of the disputed grade 
with the appropriate Teaching Assistant (if applicable), and 
subsequently, the course Instructor. For grades assigned to individual 
assignments, essays, lab reports, projects and tests completed throughout 
the term, the student first must appeal to the Teaching Assistant or 
Instructor of the course, within three weeks of the date on which the 
Instructor or Teaching Assistant returned the assignments to the class. The 
Appeals Committee will not hear any further appeals about the final grade 
in any course unless this first step has been taken. 
 
If completion of the first stage has not resolved the matter, the 
student may appeal the final grade in the course to the FIMS 
Appeals Committee. Appeals of final grades must be within the time 
frame indicated in the Undergraduate Calendar. It is the student's 
responsibility to ensure that the appeal is submitted within the deadline. 
The student shall submit a formal letter to the FIMS Appeals Committee 
outlining the grounds for the appeal, the remedy sought and relevant 
materials including the information about when and with whom (Teaching 
Assistant and/or Instructor) the student met, as described in Stage 1. If the 
appeal involves a request for work to be regraded, the original marked 
work and a clean copy (if possible) must be included. If the appeal is 
commenced once the deadline has passed, it will not be considered either 
by the Appeals Committee or by the Associate Dean. 
 
The FIMS Appeals Committee has the discretion to determine 
whether the grounds for appeal have been met. 
If the Committee deems that the reasons for the appeal are not legitimate, 
the Associate Dean will be informed. The appeal will be terminated and the 
student will be informed. 
 
If the Committee decides that the grounds for appeal have been met, 
the following steps will be taken: 
1. the course Instructor will be shown the appeal letter and offered an 
opportunity to make a written response; 
2..if work is to be regraded, a reader will be appointed who is competent in 
the area in question and was not involved in the assignment of the original 
mark. The reader will consider the work in question and will arrive at an 
independent evaluation. If there is a large discrepancy between the original 
mark and the regraded mark, a second reader may be appointed by the 
Committee. If the appointed reader(s) arrive at a grade within five 
marks of the original, the original grade will stand. 
 
The FIMS Appeals Committee will review the evidence and will 
make a recommendation on the case to the Associate Dean 
Undergraduate. 
The Associate Dean Undergraduate will consider the recommendation 
from the Appeals Committee, and will make a decision. The student and 
the instructor will be notified promptly and in writing by the Associate 
Dean of the decision and of the change in grade, if any. Within the Faculty 
of Information and Media Studies, the Associate Dean's decision on the 
matter is final. 
Further appeals are possible under certain circumstances to the Senate 
Review Board Academic (for Undergraduate students) or to the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies (for Graduate students) but the student should carefully 
consult the guidelines regarding such Appeals. 


