
FIMS 9800Y-001 (Winter 2023) 
Introduction to Doctoral-Level Scholarship 

Thursdays, 9:00-11:50 am (every second week), Jan. 12, 26, Feb. 9, March 2, 16, 30 
 

Location: FNB 4130 (in-person) 
Instructor: Melissa Adler, Associate Professor 
email: madler7@uwo.ca 
Office hours: Thursdays, 1:00-2:00, FNB 4136 or by appointment 
 
Course Description  
An introduction to the professional and intellectual challenges of doctoral work in the fields of 
information and media studies, including key skills (research, presentation, publication, peer 
review, ethics review, funding applications and thesis writing) and key resources (faculty and 
support personnel, library resources, university-wide communities and activities).  
 
This course is a half credit weight course offered over two terms (fall and winter).   
 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. To expose students to the main areas of research in Information and Media Studies, and the 
Faculty members who work in those areas; 
2. To introduce students to both the Faculty and the University-Wide resources for retrieving 
information suitable for doctoral-level research; 
3. To introduce students to the traditions and practices of professional research dissemination, 
including research proposals, thesis writing, conference presentations, and submission for 
publication; 
4. To introduce students to the techniques of presenting work for review: both peer review of 
scholarship, and ethics review of research practices involving human subjects; 
5. To explore the challenges and career options facing FIMS doctoral students within a larger 
context of academic, professional, corporate, government, or public interest domains. 
 
I have designed this course with the intention of experimenting with pedagogical methods. My 
hope is that we collectively gain some insights into different ways of teaching, learning, and 
knowing. Having a pass/fail course affords us some interesting opportunities to try different 
techniques, which you might find useful in your own teaching. 
 
Course Timeline and Format  
We will meet in-person every second week during the Fall and Winter semesters. 
 
Enrollment Restrictions:  
Enrollment in this course is restricted to graduate students in the Faculty of Information & 
Media Studies.    
 
Course Materials 
All reading materials will be available via OWL 
 
Evaluation 
The course is pass/fail, based on attendance and participation. Participation will involve the 
preparation of occasional assignments based on work done in other courses, a modest amount 
of reading, facilitation of discussion, reports back to the class on various aspects and issues 
raised during our discussion. Invited guests will be attending from week to week.  
 



Attendance: Students are expected to attend every class in the course. Students who need to 
miss a class for whatever reason should inform me beforehand if possible. Students who miss 
more than 2 classes may be in danger of failing the course. 

The following assignments/activities are required to pass the course: 

1) Discussion leader: Each of you will lead a discussion of one week’s readings. Submit a 
think-piece (~500 words) and two to three questions for discussion ahead of class. 

2) Syllabus redesign: At the end of the semester, you’ll be asked to redesign this course 
syllabus. (Due April 13) 

3) Field notebook: I will supply field notebooks that you will fill with notes about land and 
place over the course of the year. We’ll begin to take notes in week two, and you’ll bring 
these to class during the last two weeks to talk about land acknowledgements.  

4) Evocative objects: Bring an object to class and tell us what it has to do with your 
pursuit of the PhD (get creative!). We’ll do this all semester, and you’ll sign up for a week 
to do yours. 

5) Research roundtables: For the last class we’ll have an informal roundtable on where 
you are at now with regard to your research projects and ideas. (March 30) 

 
Winter term schedule 
 
January 12, After the Break 
The Breaks by Julietta Singh 
Qualifying exams, etc. 
 
January 26, The Eye of the University 
Jacques Derrida, “The Principle of Reason: The University in the Eyes of Its Pupils”  
Hannah Alpert-Abrams, Ashley Farmer, Ashanté Reese, “Where the Money Resides” 
Alison Hearn, James Compton, Nick Dyer-Witheford, Amanda Grzyb, Introduction—Organizing 
Equality: Dispatches from a Global Struggle 
Student government (faculty/student panel) 
 
February 9, Reimagining/repairing/resisting the University 
Sarah Ahmed, from Complaint! 
Alexis Pauline Gumbs, from Undrowned: Black Feminist Lessons from Marine Animals 
bell hooks, from Teaching to Transgress 
Indigenous teaching bundles 
EDIDIA at Western 
 
March 2, Theory and Method 1 
Eve Tuck and K. Wayne Yang, “Decolonization is not a Metaphor” & “Unbecoming Claims: 
Pedagogies of Refusal in Qualitative Research” 
Katherine McKittrick, from Dear Science and Other Stories 
Research creation, community research (faculty/student panel) 
 
March 16, Theory and Method 2 
Bruno Latour, from Reassembling the Social 
David Nemer, from Technology of the Oppressed: Inequity and the Digital Mundane in Favelas of Brazil 
 
March 30, Research roundtable 
 
April 13: Informal, optional gathering 



Notes from the Dean’s Office: graduate course version F2022 
 
Health/Wellness Services   
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to 
Mental Health@Western http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of 
options about how to obtain help.   
 
Accessible Education Western (AEW)       
Western is committed to achieving barrier-free accessibility for all its members, including 
graduate students. As part of this commitment, Western provides a variety of services devoted to 
promoting, advocating, and accommodating persons with disabilities in their respective graduate 
program.   
      
Graduate students with disabilities (for example, chronic illnesses, mental health conditions, 
mobility impairments) are strongly encouraged to register with Accessible Education Western 
(AEW), a confidential service designed to support graduate and undergraduate students through 
their academic program. With the appropriate documentation, the student will work with 
both AEW and their graduate programs (normally their Graduate Chair and/or Course 
instructor) to ensure that appropriate academic accommodations to program requirements are 
arranged.  These accommodations include individual counselling, alternative formatted literature, 
accessible campus transportation, learning strategy instruction, writing exams and assistive 
technology instruction.  
 
Statement on Academic Offences 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf  
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