FACULTY OF INFORMATION AND MEDIA STUDIES
University of Western Ontario

LIS 9002: Information Organization, Curation and Access
Winter 2021 Section 001
January 3-April 8, 2022

Fridays, 9:00-11:50

Instructor: Prof. Melissa Adler

email: madler7(@uwo.ca

Office hours (via zoom): Thursdays 1:00-2:00, or by appointment (in person or zoom).

Land Acknowledgement:

Western University is situated on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Lunaapeewak and Attawandaron peoples
who have longstanding relationships to the land and region of southwestern Ontario and the City of London. The local First Nation
communities of this area include Chippewas of the Thames First Nation, Oneida Nation of the Thames, and Munsee Delaware Nation. In
this region, there are eleven First Nation communities and a growing Indigenous urban population. Western values the significant historical
and contemporary contributions of local and regional First nations and all of the Original peoples of Turtle Island (North America).

This I.and Acknowledgement is important for LIS 9002 for the following reasons:

eIt reminds us that librarianship and scholarship do not take place in a vacuum; we are striving to do our best work within a complex,
diverse, and sometimes contentious collection of social contexts and historical narratives;

*It reminds us that what seems right from one perspective can seem deeply wrong from another;

eIt reminds us that information entities—authors, works, subjects, categories, locations—can hold more than one name and sustain more
than one narrative;

*It reminds us that learning can be a destabilizing and painful process for all of us.

These four reminders have deep implications for information organization, curation and access.



COURSE DESCRIPTION:

An introduction to the theory and practice of organizing and curating information for optimal access in libraries, archives and other
organizations, using appropriate standards and tools for information description, arrangement and classification.

OBJECTIVES:

* To provide an introduction to the history and theory of information organization as practiced in the domains of libraries, archives and
records management.

* To develop an initial understanding of the practices of information classification, arrangement, description and encoding, using current
tools and standards.

* To develop an ability to communicate the concepts of information organization clearly and effectively to users, colleagues,
paraprofessionals and other stakeholders in information communities.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of readings, assignments, and class participation, students will be able to:

* Recognize and comprehend how the values and principles of library and information science manifest themselves in both the historical
dimensions and the theoretical principles of modern information systems (Program-Level Learning Outcome 3);

* Navigate, evaluate and use current standard tools for performing very basic tasks in information classification, arrangement, description
and encoding (Program-Level Learning Outcome 7);

« Communicate concepts of information organization with a clarity and style appropriate to diverse information communities (Program-
Level Learning Outcome 9).
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REQUIRED TEXTS:

There is no required text for this class. Readings will be available electronically via OWL or the library site.



EVALUATION:

Three practicum assignments worth 10, 15 and 20 percent

Two written assignments worth 20 and 25% each

Class participation 10 %

CLASS POLICIES:

Attendance: Students are expected to attend every class in the course, and to read the required readings beforehand. Students who need to
miss a class for whatever reason should inform me beforehand if possible. Students who miss more than 2 classes may be required to
compensate with extra work.

Late Penalties: Late assighments will be penalized at a rate of 5 % per day, unless an extension has been negotiated beforehand.
Extensions for medical reasons must be accompanied by the appropriate documentation. Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken

seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the
following Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline grad.pdf

Enrollment in this course is restricted to graduate students in the MLIS program at FIMS.

Support Setvices: Students who ate in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.

Accessible Education Western (AEW): Western is committed to achieving barrier-free accessibility for all its members, including
graduate students. As part of this commitment, Western provides a variety of services devoted to promoting, advocating, and
accommodating persons with disabilities in their respective graduate program.

Graduate students with disabilities (for example, chronic illnesses, mental health conditions, mobility impairments) are strongly encouraged
to register with Accessible Education Western (AEW), a confidential service designed to support graduate and undergraduate students
through their academic program. With the appropriate documentation, the student will work with both AEW and their graduate programs
(normally their Graduate Chair and/or Course instructor) to ensure that approptiate academic accommodations to program requirements
are arranged. These accommodations include individual counselling, alternative formatted literature, accessible campus transportation,
learning strategy instruction, writing exams and assistive technology instruction.


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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SSRN: https://sstn.com/abstract=2879014
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